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to be known as the King-Crane Commission, and its report
was submitted to President Wilson in August 1919. One of
the Commission's findings was that Syrian preference with
regard to mandates was overwhelmingly in favour of the
United States or Great Britain rather than France. On the
subject however of O.E.T.A. West, Clemenceau, as was to
be expected, insisted upon the terms of the Sykes-Picot agree-
ment being implemented, although he was later persuaded
by Lloyd George to allow Mosul to become an integral part
of Iraq.

Meanwhile Faisal returned to Damascus to find a General
Syrian Congress in turbulent session, with little interest in
or sympathy with any of these negotiations. The city of
Damascus was by then 'harbouring a great number of poli-
tical leaders, army officers and students from Palestine and
Iraq, as well as from all parts of Syria'.55 Faisal now found
himself in the role of go-between, with this group of impatient
Arab nationalists on one side and an unsympathetic and largely
materialist party of French politicians on the other. At a
meeting of the Supreme Council in September he conceded
to the French their right to the* temporary occupation of the
Lebanon, but insisted that O.E.T.A. East should be constituted
an Arab state with an Arab government in Damascus. But
when he again returned to that city he found that the Syrian
Congress had taken the matter into their own hands and pro-
claimed the whole of Syria a sovereign state with himself as
King. Britain and France of course refused to recognize the
validity of these proceedings, and in the next meeting of the
Supreme Council, which took place at San Remo in April
1920, a final decision was taken as to the assignation of tempo-
rary mandates for the tutelage of the future independent Arab
states. Syria and Lebanon were to go to France, Palestine
and Iraq to Britain. On the publication of this decision,.
Franco-Arab relations in Syria naturally became impossibly
strained, and remained so until the end of July, when the
French, with a regrettable show of temper, ejected Faisal's
Government from Damascus by military force. Faisal himself
was invited by the British Government to come to London,
where it soon proved that 'his belief in the friendly senti-
ments of the British towards him was no delusion ',55